
Article used with permission of the Diocese of Cleveland, Ohio 
Stewardship logo with permission of the Diocese of Green Bay 

 
  

 

SHARING – Stewardship Our Financial Resources 
Questions and Answers 

 
 

Q: In the area of Stewardship of financial 
resources, don’t Catholics already give more 
than other religious groups in this country?   
A: In fact they don’t. Catholic giving lags behind 
other religious groups. According to a Gallup Poll 
conducted for a study by Independent Sector, 
Catholic households contributed on average less 
money to the Church and charities than members of 
all other religious groups in the United States.  
 Catholics:  1.3% of annual income  
 Protestants:  2.4% of annual income  
 Jewish: 3.8% of annual income.   
 All other Religions: 2.7% of annual income. 
 
Q: I already support government programs 
through my taxes. Doesn’t that count as part of 
my financial stewardship?  
A: Paying taxes is a duty and obligation of 
citizenship. Stewardship of time, talent and treasure 
is our responsibility as Christians. The Bible clearly 
treats giving to the government as very different from 
giving to God through the Church and other charities.   
 
Q: How much should I give?  
A: The benchmark for giving sacrificially is the 
biblical tithe – sharing ten percent of time, talent, and 
treasure. The practice of tithing is mentioned 39 
times in the Old Testament and 11 times in the New 
Testament. The financial tithe is usually divided in 
this way: five percent of gross income placed in the 
parish Sunday collection, one percent to the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal and four percent for other diocesan 
collections, needy family members, Catholic school 
tuition, and other charities.  
 
Q: When is it okay not to give to the Church?  
A: It would not be good stewardship or responsible 
to give to the Church if you and/or your family would 
then not have the necessities of life. The difficulty for 
most of us is in deciding which things that we desire 
are wants and which are needs.  
 

 Q: I’m on a fixed income and I can’t afford to 
give.  
A: For some people a planned gift or a gift left in a 
will may be a more appropriate way to give 
financially to your parish. Please contact Dick Ray by 
e-mail at dray@stmarktampa.org or by phone at 813-
907-7746, Extension 303 for more information.  
 
Q: I do give, but I can’t give very much. Is that 
okay?   
A: The actual dollar amount of your gift is not 
important. What is important is that your contribution 
is planned and proportionate to your income. Jesus 
told us that the contribution by the poor widow was 
greater than anything he had seen that day, because 
it was given with generosity and love.  
 
Q: How should I fulfill my financial obligation?  
A: You may choose the manner which suits you 
best. You may give weekly, monthly or annually. It is 
easier and cheaper for the parish if you donate 
online, because it saves printing and mailing costs 
for envelopes.  
 
Q: Doesn’t the Church talk about money too 
much?  
A:  Sometimes it seems as if there are a lot of 
homilies about money. In fact, it is often difficult for 
priests to discuss this subject, but they do so 
because it is part of our Catholic faith. Even Jesus’ 
apostles had a treasurer who kept track of expenses 
and we read in the Bible of certain wealthy women 
who followed Jesus and His disciples, helping to 
support them out of their own funds. The Apostle 
Paul on a number of occasions urged churches to 
give money to help those in need. In the preaching 
by our Lord that is recorded, there are 31 instances 
where Jesus talks about how we use our money and 
possession. 
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